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After the First World War, naval forces around the world
began competing with each other in constructing larger
and more powerful battleships. This was based on the
“Big-Guns” principle of the time, where battleships with
large caliber weapons would be the main force in any fu-
ture naval engagements. The Japanese Navy began
modernizing their aging fleet of ships under a program
known as the “Eight-Eight" squadron. With this pro-
gram, they planned to produce eight new battleships
and eight new battle cruisers. As the new sguadron
would also require an escort of light cruisers, 5,500 ton
vessels were planned for production. The Nagara light
cruiser was launched on 21 April, 1922 from the Sasebo

Standard displacement: 5,170 ton
Normal displacement; 5,570 ton
Water line length: 158.53m
Maximum width: 14.17m
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Maval Dockyard as the first of the fourteen light crulsers
produced during this era. The Nagara-class cruisers
had long and narrow hulls, with spoon shaped bows,
three funnels and tripod masts. Their ninety thousand
horsepower powerplants gave them a 36 knot high
cruise speed. Main armament was seven 14cm single
turret guns plus four dual-tube 61cm torpedo launchers.
Later during the Pacific War, the dual-tube launchers
were replaced by improved quadruple torpedo tubes.
12.7cm high-angte anti-aircraft guns were added for
fleet protection at about the same time. In order to com-
pensate for the added weight of these new guns, two of
the seven 14cm main guns were removed. Although ob-
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solete at the outbreak of the Second World War, the su-
perb cruising performance and agility of the Nagara ena-
bled her to remain active. In December 1941, she was
assigned to the 3rd Fleet, 16th Squadron of the
Japanese Naval Fleet, and participated in operations
around the Philippine Islands. During the battle of Mid-
way in June 1942, the Nagara became the flagship of
the 10th Squadron of the 1st Naval Air Fleet. After
playing several important roles during numerous naval
operations, the Nagara was relegated to serving as a
transport during the latter part of the war. An inglorious
but still important duty. In August 1944 she was sunk by
an American submarine on her way to Sasebo.

Horsepower: 80,000 hp

Speed: 36 knot

Torpedo tubaes: 61cm x 8

Main guns: 14cm x 5

AA. guns: 12.7cm x 2

Launch: Apr. 21, 1822 at Sasebo
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* BEVWKSHDEE., FAMEAILTOHIIC(Ee  READ BEFORE ASSEMBLY.

YHEASEH T2V, F—T B8R, <2  *Remove parts from sprue using a cutting tool.
MafrsH)E LABecid, 52wk  *Use plastic cement and paints only (available
MEEC AT &V, LegEAEIcs  Sepaateh).

g “lUse cement sparingly and ventilate room while
HURHT L, constructing.
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Hull construction = Make hole from Inside.
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Write ship's name here, as shown.
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Attaching ship's boats
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(DA—D—SAH T2 ZTHRT & TAMIYA PLASTIC MODEL CQ. 3-7, ONDAWARA,SHIZUOK A-CITY, JAPAN.



